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            It may detect gravitational radiation, waves in the space-time warp produced by coalescing nearby pairs of neutron stars or black holes. Image: jpg ~ enlarge ~.
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            to sense directly the changes in space and time around black holes and to measure the micronewton thrusters to keep its test masses free of non-gravitational forces. It Warps: Einstein's http://doe-hep.hep.net/HEPAP/lrp_report0102.pdf.

            Significant progress has been made in recent years on the development of gravitational wave detectors. Sources such as coalescing compact binary systems, low-mass X-ray binaries, stellar collapses. In Hindu mythology, the Mahabharata mentions the story of King Raivata Kakudmi, who travels to heaven to meet the creator Brahma and is surprised to learn when he returns to Earth that many ages have passed. No, Kip Thorne and most GR experts are not talking about visiting a parallel-universe version of the past, they are assuming a single self-consistent history--read Thorne's book Black Holes and Time Warps for more (especially the section on… Matter falling onto a compact object is one of the most efficient mechanisms for releasing energy in the form of radiation, and matter falling onto black holes is thought to be responsible for some of the brightest astronomical phenomena… If this idea seems strange to you, I recommend reading the section on billiard ball paradoxes in Kip Thorne's [http://www.amazon.com/Black-Holes-Time-Warps-Commonwealth/dp/0393312763 Black Holes and Time Warps], or Paul Nahin's book [http…
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